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There seem to be at least three separate groups of Khmer-Issarsks or 
Free Cambodians. fhe first hae been secretly bought by the French, the 
second is seeking, and to soma extent obtaining, Siamese pm tection, and 
the third is closely allied with the Viet Minh. | 


The pro~Siamese group may, in turn, be divided into two or three, re- 
volving reSpectively around the personalities of Luang Adul Aduldet. 
Gharat, Ivang Fibul Songgram and Nai Khuang Abhaiwong. It has besa 
reported that there is one anti-Viet Minh group of Khmer-Iusaraks 
which is led by a certain Lieutenant Sarun, a Siamese-neturalised 
Cambodian princa who is related to Iuang Adul through marriage. 

Comment, The relationships and conflicts among the various 
groups are obscure. It is possible that Nal Khueng is attempting 1 
unite them ail and to orient them towards Siam end sway from both 
the French and the Viet Minh.) 


Hai Khuang Abheiwong is the leader and supreme commander in chief 

of the KEhmer-lssaraks. Jeaders of 9]1 groups are constantly in his. 
house, Wai Khuang regards the problem of Cambodia xa quite separa: a 
from that of Viet Nam which, he feola, is complicated snd more important 
than that of Siam itself. He feels, therefore, tht Gasbodia must not 
become involved in the problema of Viet Nam, but must do sll possibile for 
itself. 


Khuang wants Cambodia to strive for the largest possible degree of autonomy. 
He would like Siam to assist Cambodia to "meke 2 deal” with the French, 
according to which Cambodia would be troly independent, but the French 
sphere of influence (similar to the United States! aphere of influence 

in the Philippines) wmid be recognized; Fronch advisers to the Cambodian 
government would be encouraged, but they must be real advisers and not 
disguised bullies, In exchange for Siam's recognition of this French 
sphere of influence, according to Khueng, France would then cede 

Battambang to Siem. He is willing to allow the other thres torder 
provinces to remain in French henda. 

a Comment. Unfartunately for Khueng's scheme, Lumg Pibul hag 

dec the question of the lost provinces is a closed issue. 

However, Khuamp is be no means prepared to give up. 

Khueng may use the question of Battambang as means for a political 
comeback. Should he make a comeback through other means, he will then raise the issue.) — 
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